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The mjor curvent issus is Italy is the quesilos of “resanlficstion”

of the Souatry’s two socislist lactiops--the Coumuanist-alliled Neusi

Secialists (PEX: £00,000) sud the goverswont-allisd Savagat
decialints (PEDI: 39¢ 004),

A,

B.

€.

B.

voliowisg & seeting o5 20 Augest, ¥euci amd %ﬁ:‘ﬁgﬁt deglared
thay Bad reached sn “usdersiandiag” oo all probless counected
with an eventunl merger of their two W%mﬂ;

¥xjor differences sre 5till usresslved, however, and & unilied
Italian Scoislist party seess anlikely for st lesst asother year,
At presest, there pppears to be three chlef ohstacles te the
merger.o Those are! |

1, The Neani Pariy's usdemocratic faternsl srganizestios;

R. PBeani's strong pro~Uommuaist Iscilon, aud|

. Toe mﬁin of Communist coniyol of orgaaized labor.

Etill smother pussle is 1bai Jesni's left wiag, the group
elosest to the Iialisn Comvenists, is reportedly opposiag the
serger, sven ithough ithe Italisn Comsmnists have given it thelyr

Owr Board of Extionnl Swtimates has veached the Tollowimg counclusions

regarding the eventusl Nensi-Saragat reusnien:

K

Boupitieation will sebetantislily cheuge ithe politieal and
goverasentnl slignsents that bBave preveailed in Italy for
slmont s decede, but the sature asnd effect of these changes
sannet be Ilvaly aﬁmw ﬂ prasent.
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Ga the one hand, reunificetion migh: result ia politieal
Wwesiits in Itely il the tw parties m werge
domocratic basis and sdhered to the prisciples of ibe Beocislist
Intersationsl., 1taly might thes v the basis: |

i. for M@ing » demoeraiic alterastive oo the leli,

a5 A

B, dow coustityiing s sore substaviial parl imﬂry Bloc

for the sdvanceseni of sech-needed
reforss, suéd

ononie snd sacisl
3. fer delivering 8 severe hlow to Commusist virength and
On the oiber basd, the withdrawsl of the PEDI Sox the presest
goveriasnt sight sventusily force the Christisn
sither te inclwde ihe rewnilied Soginlist party m the gfwuw
et or 1o pove 1o 1he right to inclwde the Houmrohis
1. m & forced cboice usight onuss 3 spiit iz the CD with
wapredictabls consequences.
re, the It resains that the PEBY pre
sbout Mlf the popular streugth of ithe PRI,
1. Whatever Sesai’s professions at ihe mowent, the PADI
would prodably find itsel? soun absorbed by the PSI
$. Usnless the P51 were able to purge itself @fi. it proe-
% aed #zmawt slemests, which will be diffiswlt
pifieh, the rmifiad gromy wight end up under
the contrel of Comsuniat elwmenis. |

ntly has oaly

L EER
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E. Pisslly, 1t pessible that Nenmi's moves may be part of
& Inrger Conapuist design ast ouly te breek the D hold on
the Italisn goverasest, bul slso to sevve Cosmmnint purposos

tegters Rurope in general,

1. It esnast be fergeties that Nesal stwek loyslly by the PCI
sad Zowiet line during the loug periocd of Etallalst tyrauny,
sad while smey of bis social desouratic irieonds in the
enteliitos were liewmidated,

5. It amy e very sigsificant that Nenni's movemest toward

grestsr swionsuy snd demccracy in the PEI ceingide with
Saviet changes of liae aad efforis to achisve popular
irant goverawenis and wewirslies is Vest |

o
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" The ﬁajdfwisSuefin Italy today 1is ‘the questio_ 
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of the country s two socialist Iactions—-the left-wing and Communist-’

allied Nenni Socialists (600,000 members) apd the right-wing,
govenxment—allied Social Democratic Party led by Saragat (300,000
members) .

A Following a meeting on 25 August, Nenni and Saragat declared they

had reached an nwynderstanding" on all probl'ms connected with an

.eventual merger of their two parfies.
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ahd a-unified

diffefehceé'are‘Stili hnresolved »hevever

: ocialist party seems unlikely for at least another year.

v

present there appears to be three chief obstacles to the
merger. These are: . . - '
'fii;yThe Nenni Socialists' undemocratic internal organiiatibn;

'Zﬁﬁffheir strong pro-Communist faction, and

j“3,55The problem of Communist control of Italian organized labor.
D. One puzzle is that Nenni's left wing, the group closest to the
Italian Communists, is reportedly opposing the merger, even

‘}though the Italian COmmunibts have given it their blessing
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ave reached these conclusions regardi

“ .

ot

reunion

'lﬁ,[ $ﬁc£_ﬁ'mo§é Elgﬂﬁ result ih politiéallﬁéncﬁitp.iﬁ itaiy. Thislf;

’”.Qésumes that the Nenni Socialists sincereiy';id thémselves of ¥
theirlcommuntst‘ties, that the two parties merged on a democratic
Sasis and that fhe ﬂew party adhered tb the .principles of the
Socialisf.lnternational; -Under thesé‘bircumstaﬁces;_Italy'might
then possess the basis: |
1. for developing a democratic alternative én the left,
2. for the advancement of much-needed economic and social -

reforms, and L

3. for delivering a sevgre blow fo éqmmunisf Strength énd

~ prestige. - _ :
iy v"mfxqf,aZ!J”wT?%W;Wmmgmmimwwmmmﬂwmw 7 "Wm m P :_ b “: ’W.ﬁjf”bw T T VRO B
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,pmore than outweigh these possible advantages

 The fact is that the Nenni Socialists outnumber the Social
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On balance, however, we feel that the dangers in;reunification

Demdcrats:by two to one, so that ﬁ merger'vbuld séon rgguit .

in Saragat's party being absorbed by Nenni's.‘ L

1. Unless the Nenni Socialists were purged of its pro—Conmunist
and Communis t elements, the reunified group probably ‘would
end up under Communist control. . ' ' |

Moreover, Nenni's twenty years of collaborution with‘Commumism

leaves us with serious doubts regarding his sincerity 4n wishing'

-

to make a break now,
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analysis, use his influence to bring the 1tilian Government

around_to a policy of neutralism?

¥ In this connection, we cannot ignore the possibility that Nenni's
moves are part of a larger Communist design;-aimed not only at
breaking the Christian Democrats’' hold on the Italian Government

but also-at serving Communist purposes in Western Europe

in general. : P
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may well be significant that Nenni 8 move coincides
,with Soviet efforts to bring about popular front governments

i ' and neutralism in all’ of Western Europe.
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